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UCLA Picked for Study of
Hazardous Waste Control
. By LARRY B. STAMMER,_mes Staff Wr/t_"

The National Science Founda- _ensitive to environmental con- lessor at uCLA and formerly sen.
t.ion has awarded an $18-m/Uion . _.raints" as well as to the practical ior vice president of science and
grant to UCLA to open the nation's l_roblems of persuading govern- technology for Arco.
first engineering research center merit and industry to see the William Chamberlain, senior
devoted entirely to solving the l_enefits of new technology, vice president of Arco, stressed
growing problem of hazardous : President Reagan referred to the Monday that new federal Super-
waste management, the.university _ew research centers in his State of fund legislation des/gned to clean
announcedMonday. tthe Union address last January, up hazardous waste sites and ira-

The center, one of dozens backed declaring that they would help pose new controls on b_7-qrdous
by the Reagan Administration to _mintatn the nation's "competi- ' materials at factories has left busi-

e_pand bamc research in fields _veness." ness ._-d industry with little choiceranging from telecommunications The $18-miUlon National Sci- but to seek technological solutions.
to biotechnology, will open in May. 4nce Foundation grant will cover a He said the time for simply calling

Whi/e universities have long t_ve-year period, with the first $2 for new studies as a delaying tactic
been engaged in various hazardous million allocated for 1987. In addi- has passed.
waste projects, the new Engineer- don, another $4.4 million will be "I think the scope and impact of
trigResearch Center for Hazardous _located by the state of California, Superfund 1986 has not yet been
Substance Control for the first time _e University of California and appreciated," Chamberlainsaid at a
will bring together specialists from industry. UCLA press conference. "It is
academia, government and indus- : In addition to the professors and going to have reverberations, I
try and focus their expertise on others involved, the research cen-- think a healthy one in general
hazardouswaste, terwillemploy25graduatestudent Industry,ifitwere so inclined,
"Thiscenterpromisestobeone traineesand I0 undergraduates wouldnolongerhavetheoptionof

ofthemostexcitingprojectsthat beginninginMay.Nextyear,those delayingby study.Ifanything,I
any engineering faculty has ever numbers will double, think we're hungry for this tech-
undertaken.Itrepresentsaunique The centerwillhave a policy nologytoallowustocopewiththe
opportunity for academic engineers advisory group composed of repre- regulations that we now face."
to work together and with industry sentatives of business and industry _iedlander noted that the cost
... on a vital national problem," to assure close cooperation with of managing hazardous waste is
saidthenew center'sdirector,Prof. non-academicorganizations,ltisto approaching$I0 billionannually
SheldonK. Friedlander,chairman be chairedby H. Ray Kerby, forindustry.He saidthatunless
of UCLA's chemical engineering director of environmental pro- better methods are found, not only
department, gramsforIBM.Othercorporations willtheenvironmentcontinueto

The center will draw from pro- involved in thecenter's formation be compromised, but the cost of
fessorsand studentsinchemical, includeArc.o,TRW, RockwellIn- goodsmanufacturedintheUnited
electrical,civil,materialsand me- ternational,GeneralMotors,Lock- Statescould "significantlyin-
chanical engineering as well as heed, Rand and America Ecology. crease" with a consequent loss of
othersfromtheenvironmentalscl- The center'sexecutivedirectoris marketsharetoforeignmanufac-
ence and engineering program of Howard A. Slack, an ac_unct pro-the School of Public Health, the turers.
Graduate School of Architecture
and Urban Plann/ng,and theGrad-
uateSchool ofLibraryand Infor-
mat/onScience,whichwillestab-
Ush a nationalinformationcenter
onhaza.,xloussubstances.
Backersofthenew centersaid

theyhopethatitwillbecometo
hazardoussubstancecontrol what
the Jet PropulsionLaboratoryin from previous page

Pasadena is to space exploraUon--a der_ana a lmenumenon mat mey "If you look in a flour sifter while
majornational resource whose bas- nowsee everywhere they look. yousift," she said, "things are bounc-
icresearchand engineeringinno- l mg aroundandlargethingstendto
vat/oRscan be transferredtothe QuartersRlsem Top comeuptothetop."
marketplacetohelpmeetthede- Dr.Strandburg,forexample,no- ToDr.Strandburg,ihesimplicityof

riceda containerofdifferentsized thesolutionisitsbeauty."ThaCsex-
Pandsofbothenvironmentalpro- .paperclipsinwhichthelargeclips actlythekindofthingthatphysicists
fect/onand industry'sneed for weremostlyontop.A friendofhers, lookforina scientificexplanation,"
_:onomicaland efficientpoUuUon evenwhenunapprlsedofthefunda, shesaid."Whatyouwanttohaveis
,controltechnology, mentalphysics,haslongusedshak- somethingthat,whenyouhearit,you
,Atthesametime,thecenterwill Ingtogetquarterstothetopofthe say,'Oh,ofcourse,whydidn'tIthink
lie a teaching laboratory for train- can of changeon hisdresser, ofthat?' "
i_g new engineers and scient/sts !
who, Frledlander said, will be
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